
Dear APS Community, 

 

Today being March First, we are kicking off March is Reading Month across the district and across the 

nation.  As always, we encourage every month to be a reading month.  In addition to the many 

resources that our teachers provide using researched based practices to teach literacy, I would 

encourage parents to visit the Adrian District Library or the Lenawee District Library as a resource for 

countless numbers of books to help engage children ignite the passion for reading.  While March is 

Reading Month often focuses on adults coming in and reading to students, I would strongly encourage 

having your child read to you or other family members or even a pet to build their literacy and fluency 

skills. 

 

Michener students gets to read to Hacki, a therapy dog every Tuesday and Wednesday Morning 

 

I am also happy to report that with today being March 1st, this is the first full week of school we have 

had since January 14th.  I want to thank parents, students, and staff for their patience and flexibility as 

schedules, games, rehearsals, and practices have been impacted greatly the last two months.  As of 

today, we do plan to file for the 3 forgiveness days from the state.  This would require us to make up 

one day at the end of the school year (Prairie would need to make up two because of a power outage).  I 

am hesitant to make that official as there has been legislation introduced that would forgive the two 

State of Emergency days called by the governor.  We also live in Michigan so there are any number of 

reasons school could be cancelled or delayed in the coming weeks.  So more to come for sure. 



Congratulations to the students from the Springbrook Advance 8th Grade Science class.  Students 

participated in the Tri-County Science Fair last month.  I am proud to announce that this year’s group is 

the most “winningest” team is school history.  Congratulations to all the students that participated and 

applied their passion for science and STEM learning.  Science learning starts early at APS.  Alexander 

Elementary will be hosting their STEAM Night on Monday March 4th from 5:30 – 7:00. 

 

Springbrook Sciene Fair Winners  

 

As I previously communicated there have been a number of concerns on a national level about the 

MOMO internet issue.  Recently Mrs. Strang, from the OK2Say Michigan Cyber Safety Initiative, spoke to 

Michener students about staying safe when online.  She taught students that just like when you get in a 

car, you should always buckle your seatbelt; when getting online you should always tell a trusted adult 

first. Mrs. Strang also shared the 3 "I Keep" rules for staying safe.  I Keep Safe all my personal 

information.  I Keep Away from internet strangers.  I Keep Telling trusted adults.  It is a great idea for 

parents to review these rules with their children as well as look at how their child's devices are set up. 

 

 



 



Fifth graders at Lincoln Elementary School presented a ukulele concert in February to a packed house 
of parents and family members.  Thank you to Mrs. Force, Mrs. Benschoter, Mrs. Felver, and the 
students for their work. We express our gratitude to the Adrian Schools Education Foundation for 
funding the classroom instruments in all of our elementary schools. 
 

 
 
 

Tonight is the Adrian High School Balladier Showcase at the Performing Arts Center.  The program 

starts at 7:30 and will highlight the wonderful work from Mr. Antalek and his students. 

GO MAPLES!!! 

Bob Behnke 

Superintendent  

 

Check out these great stories featuring APS students and staff in the news: 

 

International Student Presentation: 

https://www.lenconnect.com/news/20190301/international-students-topic-of-discussion-at-board-

meeting  

High School Engineering Classrooms Bid Approved: 

https://www.lenconnect.com/news/20190228/bid-approved-for-adrian-high-school-projects 

Chris Gilliam Approved as new Football Coach/AHS Teacher 

https://www.lenconnect.com/news/20190228/adrian-school-board-approves-new-teacher-head-

football-coach  
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Prairie Daddy Daughter Dance: 

https://www.lenconnect.com/photogallery/MI/20190226/PHOTOGALLERY/226009999/PH/1 

 

Snow Day Coverage: 

https://www.13abc.com/content/news/Most-districts-in-Lenawee-Co-closed-Thursday-due-to-icy-dirt-

roads-506182671.html  

McKinley Update: 

https://www.lenconnect.com/news/20190217/habitat-exploring-options-for-old-mckinley-location  
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